in his chattels than in Jesus Christ and is more dili-
gent in the guarding and keeping of his treasure than
in the service of Jesus Christ. And therefore Saint
Paul says, ad Ephesios, quinto, that "this ye know,
that no ... covetous man, who is an idolater, hath
any inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and of
God."
What difference is there between an idolater and
an avaricious man, save that an idolater, peradven-
ture, has but one idol and the avaricious man has
many? For verily, every florin in his coffer is his idol.
And certainly the sin of idolatry is the first thing
that God forbids in the ten commandments, as wit-
nesses Exodij capitulo XX°: "Thou shalt have no
other gods before me, thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image." Thus an avaricious man, who
loves his treasure more than God, is an idolater, by
reason of this cursed sin of avarice. Of covetousness
come these hard exactions whereunder men are as-
sessed and made to pay taxes, rents, and payments
in lieu of service, more than duty requires or reason
demands. Also, they take from their serfs amerce-
ments that might more reasonably be called extor-
tions than amercements. As to which amercements
and fines of serfs, some lords' stewards say that it is
just, because a churl has no temporal thing that does
not belong to his lord, or so they say. But certainly
these lordships do wrong that take away from their
serfs things that they never gave them, Augustinus de
Civitate, libra nono. The truth is that the condition
of serfdom is a sin: Genesis, quintal
Thus may you see that man's sin deserves thrall-
dom, but man's origin does not. Wherefore these
lords should not greatly glorify themselves in their
lordships, since by natural condition, or origin, they
are not lords of thralls; but thralldom came into
being first as the desert of sin. And furthermore,
whereas the law says that the temporal effects of
i Probably the^eference should have been to Genesis, quarto.
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